Information for Parents on COVID-19 Vaccination for Children
5-11 years old
The Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine has received emergency use authorization for children aged
5-11 years old after data showed it to be safe and effective in this age group.
Data available shows that about 1.9 million children in this age group have so far been infected with
Covid-19 since the start of the pandemic, with more than 8,300 having to be admitted to hospital.
Covid-19 is now among the top 10 causes of death in children aged 5-11 years.
Having a vaccine available now for those who are 5-11 years old gives us a great opportunity to
protect our children and help us take one more step closer to ending this pandemic.

Some Questions You Might Have
Is the vaccine dose the same for children as it is for adults?
No, the adult dose of the Pfizer vaccine is 30 micrograms but only 10 micrograms for children
5-11 years old. This dose was shown in studies to be effective in providing protection against
Covid-19 infection with minimal side effects.
Two doses of the vaccine are administered 21 days apart.
What if my child is gets the first dose and turns 12 years old while waiting for the second
dose? Which vaccine will be needed to complete the series?
If a child receives the 10-microgram dose at age 11 years but turns 12 before the second
dose is given, the vaccination can be completed with either the 10-microgram (5-11year
vaccine) or the 30-microgram (12+ year) vaccine.
What side effects might my child have from the vaccine?
Data from trials involving more than 3000 children showed that injection site pain, tiredness
and headache were the most common reactions. These reactions were generally mild or
moderate. No serious side effects were noted.
If my child has already had Covid infection, does he/she still need the vaccine?
Yes. People who have recovered from Covid infection have some protection against the
virus. However, this protection becomes even better after receiving the Covid vaccine.
Is it safe for my child to receive the Covid-19 vaccine on the same day as other vaccines?
The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends that the Covid-19 vaccine can be
administered on the same day as other routine childhood vaccines.
Is the vaccine safe for children with special needs?
Many children with special needs are at risk of developing severe infections and
complications if they contract Covid-19 infection. This vaccine helps protect them. Please
reach out to the pediatrician if you have any concerns about your child’s specific medical
condition.

